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Participants will get:

• knowledge of the accreditation procedure in the European 
Union higher education system

• the ability to compare different types of accreditation bodies, 
use knowledge of the criteria, methods and mechanisms of 
accreditation for determining the quality of educational 
programs and the level of activity of the institution of higher 
education

• informal communication, teamwork lessons



Training structure

I. Organizational part: introductory instruction, mini-lecture, 

"warming up".

ІІ. The main part: training exercises, current instruction.

ІІІ. Final part: final briefing, reflection, farewell ritual.



Key words

accreditation

types of accreditation

accreditation criteria

methods and mechanisms of accreditation

accreditation model

accreditation procedure



The concept of accreditation

Accreditation - formal 
recognition of an educational 
program or institution of higher 
education by an authorized 
external body on the basis of an 
established quality assessment

Accreditation states the fact 
of compliance with the 
minimum standards and 

requirements at the time of 
inspection



Accreditation goals

to provide higher education institutions or programs of a certain 
status

reflect the recognition of assigned degrees by third parties

to provide transfer of credit to other accredited institutions

have reason to receive direct or indirect funding

Accreditation goals:



Basic provisions of accreditation

Accreditation is the result of a special external quality review and evaluation procedure

The assessment should answer the question - is the program or institution consistent 
with the academic or professional standards supported by the accreditation body

The process of accreditation ends with the adoption of an appropriate formal decision, 
which can be positive, conditionally positive or negative.

The accreditation decision is based on established, predefined transparent standards or 
criteria.

Accredited status is granted for a certain period of time. A negative decision can be 
reviewed by re-accreditation



Accreditation policy of the EU

 There are 8 agencies registered in Germany: ACQUIN, AHPGS,

AKAST, AQAS, ASIIN, EVALAG, FIBAA, ZEVA. Some of them are

specialized, that is, they accredit programs of only one profile, for

example, engineering or medical. Other - regional - can hold

accreditation of any declared programs.

Accreditation bodies are independent, they are

developing the educational standards, criteria and

procedures used by independent experts.



Types of accreditation (Germany, 

Austria, Switzerland)

programmatic

cluster

institutional

systemic



Accreditation of Programmes

Program accreditation is an individual examination of separate course 
/ educational program implemented by a higher education institution, 
including:

planning, content of the program

qualification of the teaching staff

equipment

compliance with labor market conditions

gender issues, etc.

The main areas for appraisal of programs are: goals and objectives, 
concept, implementation of the program and improvement of the 
quality of its implementation.



Cluster accreditation

The accreditation procedure 
simultaneously holds more than two 

educational programs

It is accreditation of programs of one 
profile and programs that belong to 

one direction of preparation



Institutional accreditation

 Accreditation is considered institutional if the institution of higher education as 

a whole is evaluated.

 The objects of expertise are:

 mission, goals and objectives of the institution of higher education

 planning and process efficiency

 management and management

 educational programs

 Teachers and Teaching Effectiveness

 students

 financial, logistical, library and information resources.

 If a higher education institution offers distance or on-line training, the focus of 

accreditation procedures may be the learning environment.



Systemic Accreditation

 The object of systemic accreditation is the internal system 

of quality assurance of a higher education institution in the 

field of teaching and teaching

 During the accreditation, the presence in higher education 

institutions of processes that provide, control and enhance 

the quality of training programs is assessed.



Accreditation system in the UK

In Great Britain, a multi-level university accreditation system and 
their educational programs have been established, with the central 
role of the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) government agency. 
A number of British universities evaluate educational programs of 
other educational institutions in accordance with QAA criteria.

The Open University (OU) in 1992 created its structure - The Open 
University Validation Services (OUVS), which is accredited by 
educational institutions and validated (ratified) educational 
programs, including outside of the UK



The Open University Validation Services -

OUVS

• creating an appropriate educational environment

• independence in the implementation of educational programs

• effective organization of academic activity

• effective system of quality assurance

• availability of intellectual property

• openness for external recommendations

• financial security

OUVS Requirements for Accreditation of Higher Education Institutions:



The Open University Validation Services

- OUVS

• diagnostic that determines the ability and readiness for the 
implementation of educational programs, as well as identifies 
possible learning problems (interviews, tests)

• forming that studying the elements of feedback as part of the 
educational process (tasks, abstracts, workbooks, seminars)

• a summary that assesses the achievements or disadvantages 
of the results of the educational process (oral and written 
exams, projects)

OUVS produces the following types of validation:



The Open University Validation Services

- OUVS

• The accreditation conducted by the OUVS is intended 
to confirm the following positions

• compliance with the internal quality assurance system's 
procedures for educational standards

• observance of students' rights

The accreditation conducted by the OUVS is intended to 

confirm the following positions:



International cooperation of accreditation 

agencies

European agencies are members of international quality 

assurance networks are:

 (INQAAHE) 

 (ENQA)

 (JQI) 

 (ЕСА)  



Methods of accreditation

Methods of data collection partially coincide with the methods used in the audit, 
evaluation and external inspection

Methods include:

self-evaluation document analysis

analysis of performance indicators

inspections reviews

student 
satisfaction 

analysis

direct observation



Accreditation procedure

1
• submission of the application and a package of documents by the institution of higher

education to the quality assessment agency

2

• A higher education institution carries out self-assessment according to the criteria and
indicators developed by an independent agency

3

• the prepared report is submitted for consideration to an independent quality assessment
agency, which, based on the results of the study of documents submitted for consideration,
determines the expediency of the visit of the expert commission to the institution

4

• according to the results of the visit of the accreditation commission experts draw a
conclusion, which contains not only comments and criticism, but also practical
recommendations to overcome the identified shortcomings

5

• based on the results of all stages of independent evaluation, the independent agency
decides on the possibility of providing accreditation and a certificate of compliance with
the defined standards of the quality of higher education of the applicant educational
institution



Exercise "Workshop of Experts"

Objective: A comparative analysis of the peculiarities of accreditation of higher 

education institutions, educational programs in the EU and Ukraine

Stages:

Clarification of queries and desired results of postgraduate students on the topic

Search resources

Drawing up a plan of action with the graduate students

Summing up

Determination of the prospect of further meeting with the coach



Final Exercise

" End of the day" 

Instruction: Remember all that happened today at the training and answer the 
following questions:

What was the most important for me?

What did I learn (all)?

What did I like?

What remains unclear?

What conclusion can I do?

In what direction do we need to move further?



Thank you for 

attention!
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